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First Sunday after
Christmas Day

Prepare the Way: Series Overview

Advent marks the beginning of another year in the cycle of Scriptures that presents the
narrative of the love of God revealed to the world. We will begin this new liturgical
year with a seven-part Advent/Chtistmas/Epiphany sermon series from Discipleship
Ministries called, Prepare the Way. Jesus is coming! It is our responsibility to “prepate
the way” and get ready. In this season, how will we make a place for Christ to be
known in our community?

First Sunday of Advent December 2 Stand

Jeremiah 33:14-16 and Luke 21:25-36
The first week of Advent points directly at Christ’s coming, with the passage as one of
hope and encouragement. Though fear and foreboding are significant elements of this
event, Jesus says, “stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing

neat” (Lk. 21:28).

Third Sunday of Advent December 16 Do
Zephaniah 3:14-20 and Luke 3:7-18

This third week of Advent is always an occasion of joy. With these Scripture lessons,
however, comes an expectation that the people of God will “do” something to be a
part of the inheritance promised to Abraham. Zephaniah instructs the people to “not
let your hands grow weak” (Zep. 3:16), and John offers further teaching: “Bear fruits
worthy of repentance” (Lk. 3:7-16).

Fourth Sunday of Advent December 23 Christmas Cantata
There is Peace in the World Tonight St. Andrew Chancel Choir
Christmas Eve December 24 Arrive

Isaiah 9:2-7 and Luke 2:1-20

Christmas Eve now becomes the point of arrival as Christ—the “Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace”—comes to the world.

First Sunday after Christmas Day December 30 Search

Matthew 25:31-45
In the ways Jesus comes, it is often easy to become so overwhelmed that we cannot see
the presence or work of Christ around us. We often find ourselves searching for Jesus,
despite knowing all the places and ways in which Christ can be found.

Epiphany Sunday January 6 Find
Isaiah 60:1-6 and Matthew 2:1-12

With enough searching, however, the promise we are given with the story of the
Epiphany, is that all who search for Jesus will find him.


https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=95#gospel_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=97#gospel_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=99#gospel_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=106#gospel_reading

Welcome and Grace of Hospitality

*Bringing In the Light of Christ and Opening Praise
(Screen) I Have Seen the Light

*Call to Worship (responsively)

We come, for God gathers us here, with that community called
faith;

where the hungry are served first, and where the thirsty
drink life's water.

We come, for God welcomes us here into that home called
grace;

where the naked are clothed in robes of hope, and where
the stranger is embraced as the long-lost prodigal.

We come, for God reunites us here, sisters and brothers in that
family called love;

where the imprisoned model justice, and where the sick
are cradled in God's peace.

*Hymn No. 240 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

Prayer of Approach (in unison)

Eternal God, Father of the poor, your Son Jesus was born
among us poor, humble and dependent. Open our eyes, our
hearts, and our hands to honor him now as our Lord and King
by welcoming him in those who are hungry and thirsty, in all
who are abandoned and lonely, in refugees, in the poor and the
sick. Let our love become free and spontaneous, like the
tenderness you have shown us in your Son. Welcome us in the
everlasting Kingdom prepared for us through Christ Jesus our
Lord. Amen.

Tithes and Offerings “In the Bleak Midwinter” Arranged by:
Mark Hayes

*Doxology No. 95
St. Andrew Children Performance O) What a Glorions Night

Choral Anthem Messiah

Diana Owens

*Gospel Lesson Matthew 25:31-45

Morning Focus Prepare the Way: Search ~ Lisa Chapman
Missions Coordinator

Morning Prayer and Lord’s Prayer

Response to the Spoken Word  Who Would Imagine A King
Kim Welborn

*Affirmation of Faith: Called by God

We believe in an innovative God, who does not wait for us to
find ourselves, but comes seeking the lost and calling us into a
new way.

We believe in Jesus of Nazareth as God’s crucial initiative,
that when he calls us to follow, Christ also gives us the power

to become, both in creed and deed, the children of the living
God.

We believe in the Spirit by whom Jesus still comes to us,
calling us to follow him into an obedience which is true liberty,
and to a humble service which is the fruit of holy friendship.

We believe in the church as the fellowship of Christ’s people,
called to respect and support one another through joys and
tribulations as we travel the road towards the “promised land”
of God’s future.

Because Christ has called us, this we truly believe! Amen.


https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=97#gospel_reading

*Hymn No. 249 Theres a Song in the Air
*Benediction

*Closing Praise (screen) How Great Our Joy
*Please stand if you are able. CCLI#1116193

Leving the (Covenant,

The second segment of the three part Covenant
Bible Study series, will resume in January. The
Thursday group will meet on January 3rd at 9
A.M. and the Sunday group will meet at 5 P.M.

on January 6th. Both groups will meet in the
Family Life Center.
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Christmas Memorial

Donated by: Il n Memory of
Fl ora Barnes Johnny R. Barnes
Cleo Brown Harol d Br own
Worth & Nettie Caubl
Georgia & Et hel Brov
Peggy Adams
Patty White
Pam Carnes Lona & Gregg Hannah
Hel en S. Chastainmnake Chastain
Gl adys Wel born
Alice Owens
FIl orence McColl um
Joanne Childress Ned, Il nez & Mar k Owe
Bruce Cleashby Nancy Cleashby
Jimmy & Tammy Cr admén & Frances Foste
Debbie Cromer Doyl e Cromer
Laura Cromer Wade Cr omer
Hugh EIl rod Thomas & I nez Elrod
Anita Noblitt
Pat Finley Charles Finley
Juber E. & Sue Hairs¢s
Cynthia Tayl or
Sarah Owens
Bernice Owens
Ben & Paula Gantttaul & Sara Rampey
Gai l R. Ni chol son
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Pete Gantt
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Christmas Honorariums
Donated by: Il n Honor of:

RobdBddiannah
The Rhodes Family

Pam Carnes

Thomas Owens
Kim Wel born
Pat Finley
Robin Few

Hel en Chastain

Lucille Searcy Sunda
Cl ass
Joanne ChildresslJeff & Delaine Child

Karen & Randy Stephe

Jimmy & Tammy CraaAnn Crane
Doris Stone
Thomas Owens

Hugh EIlrod Kendal |l & Cindy Pear

Pat Finley Children & Grandchil

Amy Jenkins, JerkyciSehec$eandy S.S.

Mack Searcy Lucille Searcy Circl

Joan & Ji mmy Owedsehnson Children &
Grandchil dren
Derrick Family

Kristi Padgett Anita Gilland

Ann Thomas J.R. Thomas

Kim Wel born
Nancv Br own
Thomas Owens
St. Andrew Chancel C

Becky Todd

Kim Wel born Jef f Chil dress
Nancy Br own

Thomas Owens

REGULAR SCHEDULED MONTHLY MEETINGS/

ACTIVITIES
Every Sunday Jesus, Juice & Java @ 9:00am
Sunday School @ 9:30am
Morning Worship Service @ 10:30am
UMYF @ 5:00pm
Every Wednesday Bible Study @ 6:30pm

Kids For Christ @ 6:30pm
Chancel Choir @ 7:30pm

. f22R t NBaadaNB { ONkeS tiSuhdhy @
10:15am - 10:30am

11:30am - 11:45am

| 2YYdzy A 2y {EenIBtsdy @ 10:30am Service

Il R . 2 NR a S S aryedy other 3rd Monday @ 7:00pm
Stta 27F { Gedery Isty3RINBth Thursday@ 7:00pm
/ ha Every other 2nd Sunday @ 6:00pm

CAYLFYOS |/ 2YYAGQgS Svery 3rd Monday @ 6:00pm
[ dZOAT £ S { SI NO& Evely MBDThussday @ 6:30pm
aS@ |/t dzo aSSaey JEvery2nd Tuesday @ 6:30pm
{6SSG {LANRGA Every 3rd Tuesday @ 11:30am
¢ NJza G SSa Every 2nd Monday @ 6:30pm
2 | £ 1 SNA Every Tuesday 5:30 - 6:30pm

Every Thursday 5:30 - 6:30pm
Every Saturday 8:00 - 9:00am

Walkers can also meet downtown Easley on the 3rd Saturdays
@9:00 am.



Prayer Requests

Family
Patricia Booty

Jane Campbell (Lucy Rackley@sister)

Janet Chase
Janet Crane
Susan Dodgens
Robin Few

Pat Finley
Thelma Ford
Lala Freeman

Anita Gilland (kristi Padgett@

Mother)

Laine Lemon

Ken Mattison
Annie McJunkins
Ann Owens

Lucy Rackley
Harold Rampey
JR Thomas

Val Thornton
John Vanderhoof

Military
Michael Burton
Anthony Grayson
Tom Hansen

Kyle Moytka
Douglas Nobles
Gabe Pszonowsky
Nathan Rampey
Kristian Robinson
Stephan Sampson
Andrew Simer
Shawn Weiler

& Fri

Helen Chastain
Joyce Crowe
Betty Owens

Ray and Mary Pace

John Smith

endemebound

Magdalene Williams

Mildred Williams

l ndependent
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Dwaine & Ruth Stanley

Margaret Sorrells
Nat onal
Doris Hayes

He al

Oakview Assi

Anne Keith

Magnolias of

Pete Bush
Ed MCCollum
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Nur sery

Laura Cromer & Melissa Thomas

Becky Todd

Lynn James

Usher s

Tim Canova

Bill Mobley

Alex & Christy Greer

Greeters
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www. standrewunited. weebl y.


https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwic_5GnzaffAhXIUt8KHc0lAfMQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwilsonsmillschurchofgod.org%2Fcontact_us%2Fprayer_request&psig=AOvVaw3y1jge6Hku7I8UmxlkOt0M&ust=15451614599

