A SEASON OF EXPECTATION

December 2nd,

First Sunday
Advent

Prepare the WaySeries Overview

Advent marks the beginning of another year in the cycle of Scriptures that presents th
narrative of the love of God revealed to the world. We will begin this new liturgical
year with a severart Advent/Christmas/Epiphany sermon series from Discipleship
Ministries calledPrepare the Way Jesus is coming! It i s
the waydé and get ready. I'n this seaso
known in our community?

First Sunday of Advent December 2 Stand

Jeremiah 33:146andLuke 21:2536
The first week of Advent points direct
hope and encouragement. Though fear and foreboding are significant elements of thi:
event, Jesus says, Ostand up and raise
nearé (Lk. 21:28).

Second Sunday of Advent December9  Christmas Cantata
There is Peace in the World Tonight St. Andrew Chancel Choir

Third Sunday of Advent December 16 Do
Zephaniah 3:1420andLuke 3:718

This third week of Advent is always an occasion of joy. With these Scripture lessons,
however, comes an expectation that the
part of the inheritance promised to Ab
|l et your hands grow weakdé (Zep. 3:16) ,
worthy of red&ntanceod6 (Lk. 3:7

Fourth Sunday of Advent December 23 Welcome
Micah 5:25aandLuke 1:3955

The promise to Abraham is not forgotten this week, in which Mary sings and recalls
the covenant of old that shows Godd&s m
will be agents of welcoming God in flesh to earth.

Christmas Eve December 24 Arrive
Isaiah 9:27 andLuke 2:320

Christmas Eve now becomes the point of arrival asfChriste o Wonder f ul

Counsel or, Mi ghty God, Eff eomds toshe wonldy F a't
First Sunday after Christmas Day December 30 Search
Luke 2:4152

In the ways Jesus comes, it is often easy to become so overwhelmed that we cannot
the presence or work of Christ around us. Just like Mary and Joseph, we find ourselve
searching for Jesus, despite knowing all the places and ways in which Christ can be
found.

Epiphany Sunday January 6 Find
Isaiah 60:16 andMatthew 2:112

With enough searching, however, the promise we are given with the story of the
Epiphany, is that all who search for Jesus will find him.


https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=95#gospel_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=97#gospel_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=98#hebrew_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=98#gospel_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=99#gospel_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=106#gospel_reading

ENTRANCE AND GATHERING
Welcome and Grace of Hospitality

*Bringing In the Light of Christ and Opening Praise
(screen)Arise, Shine - (screenEmmanuel

* Lighting the Advent Candle of Hope

Reader: "The people who walked in darkness have seen a ¢
light; those who lived in a land of deep darknessthem
light has shined... For a child has been born for us, a son gi
to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is nam
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Princ
of Peace." Today we remember the prophets of old, wt
demanded to be heard, who dared to speak of a child
come, unexpected liberator of the people, vulnerab
incarnation of the Holiest of Holies, a new name for God.

People: Today we give thanks for the prophets among us,
who bring to us surprising new visions of hope, who
challenge us to think outside the box, who show us a
future we never anticipated.

Reader: On this first Sunday of Advent, we light this candle
a symbol of the prophets who renew our faith and remind t
of what may be.

*Hymn No. 211 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

Prayer of Approach  (in unison)

Lord Jesus Christ, we await your coming. We wait filled wi
hope, knowing your light will shine in the darkness. We w:
anticipating your peace, believing that one day it will fill ol
world. We wait embracing your love; may we reach out
share it with our neighbors. We wait with joy, in expectatic
of your birth. Lord we wait. Come soon and fill us with you
life and love. Amen.

Tithes and Offerings
*Doxology No. 95

Childrends Moment Kara Graham

Childrenages 3g9g&ttrgr ade may go t o
Please follow the adult leaders as they exit the door behinc

Choral Anthem Hearts Waiting Chancel Choir
PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE

Old Testament Lesson Jeremiah 33:146

*Gospel Lesson Luke 21:2536

Sermon Prepare the Wa#gnnd  Rev. Jeff Childress

Morning Prayer

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
Hymnal Page 12

|l nvitation to the Lord©os
Confession and Pardon

The Great Thanksgiving

Receiving the Bread and Cup

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Talt


https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=95#hebrew_reading

Who knew you could have s

*Affirmation of Faith for Advent exercising and eating he

We believe in one God, who is Creator, and maker of a
we see and all we don't see; who is Ruler of the univer:
and Source of all creation!

We believe in one God, who is Jesus Christ, God fron
God, Light from Light, true God and true human. He is
one with the Creator; the Word made flesh, our Messiat
Savior of all creation!

We believe in one God, who is Holy Spirit, breath of God
moving among us; who is one with the Creator; one witt
the Christ; our Comforter and our Guide: Mentor of all
creation!

*Hymn No. 206 | Want to Walk as a Child of the Light

*Benediction

*Closing Praise No. 557 Bless Be the Tie That Binds
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Please be in prayer for the family of
David Mclnturiff. Da\

\ mother -in -law, Jurrell Yarbrough,
W

passed away this week.
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SPRC Meeting 8:30KKmds for Chri6t30pm

Jesus, Jui ce 88:J0a09§rpb|e

Sunday School 9: 30pRm
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Morning Worshilp: 3da
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Choir 7:30pm
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Immediately following The Toy Store Story, a
reception will be held in the Family Life Center.

Everyone is invited!

Snacks, Fun and Fellowship.

REGULAR SCHEDULED MONTHLY MEETINGS/
ACTIVITIES
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