
May 2, 2021 
Fifth Sunday in 

Eastertide 

St. Andrew United Methodist 
Church 

Rev. Jeff  Childress 



WE GATHER TOGETHER 
 
Welcome and Grace of  Hospitality 
 

The rose on the altar table is in honor of  the birth of   
Max Octavio Figueroa, son of   

Agustin and Christina Figueroa, born April 5, 2021. 
 
* Call to Worship                                        (responsively) 
 
We are branches, rooted in the vine of  Christ. 
We come because we seek to abide in Christ. 
 
The branches that remain in the vine bear much fruit. 
We come because we long to be spiritually vibrant, 
alive, and productive. 
 
If  we abide in Christ, then Christ’s words will abide in us. 
We come because we strive to be faithful disciples. 
 
We gather for worship now to the glory of  the One God:  
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer. 
May we grow wildly as God tends us lovingly. 

 
Prayer of  Approach    (in unison) 
 
Lord, we gather now to worship intending to grow with you; 
new shoots reaching out, hands stretched upward like leaves 
newly formed, soaking up your light and warmth. 
 
Lord, we pray that we might grow with you in sunshine and 
rain, in darkness and light, in cold days and summer days,   



from Springtime to Winter. 
 
Lord, we want to grow with you and bring forth fruit 
that is pleasing to you, fed by your living water 
giving sustenance to others.  Lord, may we abide in you and 
bear much fruit all the days of  our lives.  Amen. 
 
 
Children’s Moment               Kara Graham 

Children ages 3 years – 5th grade may go to Children’s Church. 
Please follow the adult leaders as they exit the door behind the piano. 

 
Music                        In Christ Alone                  Kim Welborn 
 
 

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 
    
*Gospel Lesson                             John 15:1-8                                      
                            
Sermon                  Stayin’ Alive                  Rev. Jeff  Childress 
 
Morning Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 
 
Response to the Word         Grace         Elliott Grace Hunter 
 
 

SENDING FORTH 
 
*Affirmation of  Faith           Apostles’ Creed    
 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of  heaven and 
earth;  And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was     
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of  the Virgin Mary,        
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 
the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, 



Samaritan Health Clinic-APRIL/MAY MISSION 2021 

Samaritan Health Clinic of Pickens County is a free medical and dental clinic 

supplying services to uninsured and low income residents of  Pickens County.  

They have provided care for over 28 years by providing medical exams,         

prescription medications, tooth extractions, some restorative dentistry,         

diagnostic testing, referrals to a specialist, a GYN clinic, and patient education.   

Please consider a donation.  Write a check  to: St. Andrew UMC and indicate 

April/May Mission.  

Pianist Position Open 

Kim Welborn, church pianist for St. Andrew, is retiring effective June 30, 

2021.   

SPRC (Staff Parish Relations Committee) is seeking a replacement to be part 

of St. Andrew’s music family: (1) playing on Sunday morning                     

(2) accompanying choir practice on Wednesday evenings and Sunday      

anthems (3) special church events.  

 St. Andrew has always been rich in musical talent. SPRC would feel blessed 

to hire from within. Prayerfully consider assuming this role. Call Ann      

Ellenburg (864-483-6647) to discuss further this Christian calling.  

and sitteth at the right hand of  God the Father Almighty;  
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of  saints, the forgiveness of  sins, the           
resurrection of  the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.   
 

 

*Benediction 
 

 

*Postlude 

Graduation Recognition Sunday is approaching: If there is a college or High 

School graduate in your family or in our church family, please either notify 

the church office (864-859-1567) or Pastor Jeff.   Thanks; we don’t want to 

miss anyone. 


