
Jesus  

 

 

Ash Wednesday Service 
Saint Andrew United Methodist Church 

February 26, 2020 
 

 

Brothers and sisters in Christ: 

The early Christians observed with great devotion the days of  

our Lord's passion and resurrection, and it became the custom 

of  the Church that before the Easter celebration there should be 

a forty–day season of  spiritual preparation.  During this season, 

converts to the faith were prepared for Holy Baptism. 

It was also a time when persons who had committed serious sins 

and had separated themselves from the community of  faith were 

reconciled by penitence and forgiveness, and restored to         

participation in the life of  the Church.  In this way the whole 

congregation was reminded of  the mercy and forgiveness       

proclaimed in the gospel of  Jesus Christ and the need we all have 

to renew our faith.  You are invited, therefore, in the name of  the 

Church, to observe a holy Lent: by self–examination and         

repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self–denial; and by reading 

and meditating on God's Holy Word. 



*Greeting 
 

Grace and peace to you from God. 
God fill you with truth and joy. 
 

Let us pray for grace to keep Lent faithfully. 
 

Almighty and merciful God, you hate nothing that you 
have made and forgive the sins of  all who are penitent; 
create in us new and contrite hearts, so that when we turn 
to you and confess our sins we may receive your full and 
perfect forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Redeemer 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  Amen. 
  
*Hymn No. 269 Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days 
 
Proclamation:  Psalm 51: 1-4a, 10-12, 15 
 

 Have mercy on me O God in your great kindness, in the  
 fullness of  your mercy blot out my offenses.  Wash  
 away all my guilt, and cleanse me from my sin. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God. 
 
 For I acknowledge my faults; and my sin is always  
 before me.  Against you only have I sinned and done  
 evil in your sight. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God. 
 
 Create in me a clean heart O God, and renew a right 
 spirit within me.  Do not cast me away from your 
 presence; do not take your holy spirit from me. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God. 
 
 Give me the joy of  your help again, and strengthen 
 me with a willing spirit.  O Lord open my lips, and my 
 mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God. 



 
Old Testament Lesson:                     Joel 2: 1-2, 12-17 
 
Silent Meditation and Prayer 
 
New Testament Lesson                  2 Corinthians 5:14 – 6:10 
 
Homily  What Are You Waiting For?        Rev. Jeff  Childress
  
Silent Meditation and Prayer 
 
Invitation 
 
Dear friends in Christ, every year we celebrate Christ’s death and 
resurrection.  Lent is a time to prepare for this celebration.  In 
order that our Lent may be a time of  renewal and growth we 
begin this season by remembering our need for repentance and 
for the forgiveness of  God proclaimed by Jesus Christ.  I invite 
you, therefore, in the name of  Christ, to observe a holy Lent by 
self-examination and repentance, by prayer, fasting, self-denial, 
and giving to those in need, and by reading and meditating on 
the word of  God. 
 
Confession (in unison) 
 
Merciful God, we have sinned in what we have thought and 
said, in the wrong we have done, and in the good we have 
not done.  We have sinned in ignorance, we have sinned in 
weakness, and we have sinned through our own deliberate 
fault.  We are truly sorry.  We repent and turn to you.      
Forgive us, for our Savior Christ’s sake, and renew our lives 
to the glory of  your name.  Amen. 
 

 
Imposition of  Ashes                                      Rev. Julian Ford 
                                                                    Rev. Jeff  Childress                                         



Let us pray. 
 

Loving God, you create us from the dust of  the earth; may these 
ashes be for us a sign of  our penitence and our mortality, and a 
reminder that only by the cross do we receive eternal life in Jesus 
Christ our Savior.  Amen. 
 

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.  Turn 
away from sin and be faithful to Christ.  Repent and believe the 
Good News; God longs for you to be whole. 
 
Absolution 
 
Through the cross of  Christ, God have mercy on you, pardon 
you, and set you free.  Know that you are forgiven and be at 
peace.  God strengthen you in all goodness and keep you in life 
eternal.  Amen. 
 
*Hymn No. 356 When We Are Living       (stanzas 1 and 2) 
 
*Benediction 
 
Now is the acceptable time: 
 Put no obstacle in anyone’s way; 
 work together to accept God’s grace; 
 and be reconciled to God. 
Loose the bonds of  injustice, 
 break every yoke, and let 
 the oppressed go free. 
Repair the breaches, restore the streets 
 and let your light rise in the shadows 
 of  these Forty Days. 
 

As you exit, quietly bid one another, “Blessings for a Holy Lent.” 
 


