
St. Andrew United Methodist 
Church 

Pastor:  Rev. Ron Hoeksema 

October 2, 2022 

Seventeenth Sunday after         

Pentecost 

World Communion Sunday 



WE GATHER TOGETHER 
 

Prelude:                   Come as You Are          Kelly Ward, Pianist 
                                   (Glover/Crowder)  
 

Welcome and Grace of  Hospitality: 
We welcome each of  you to our worship service at St. Andrew 
United Methodist church on this World Communion Sunday!  
As we gather at the table and as we worship, we pray that this 
time together will be a blessing in your life. 
 
Musical Call to Worship  Come, Celebrate Jesus  Chancel Choir 
                                             (1983 Straight Way Music)                                                                                                                         
 
Call to Worship   (responsively)  
 
Around the world people gather to break bread and pour wine. 
We gather with them in spirit, mind, and body. 
 

Around the world the broken body is made whole. 
As part of  that body we join in its unity. 
 

Around the world the Banquet of  God is prepared for the    
table. 
We,  who share in the banquet, come eagerly to be fed. 
 

Let us worship together,  and let us share God’s bounty. 
Let us Pray: 
 

 
Hymn (screen)                                      Spirit of  the Living God  
           
*Prayer of  Approach 

Lord, we are humbled and grateful that you invite us to 
feast at your table.  As we commune with Christ,  may we 
also feast in great joy and unity with those alongside us, 
and those far away.  Amen 
 



 

Tithes and Offerings         Holy is the Lord       Kelly Ward 
                                                                 (Tomlin/Giglio) 
 

*Doxology No. 95 
 
Children’s Moment              Kara Graham                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Children ages 4 years – 5th grade may go to Children’s Church.  Please follow the adult leaders as       

they exit the door behind the piano. 

 
PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 

 
Anthem:                  Come to the Table                Chancel Choir 

(Words and Music by Michael Popham and Timothy Webb-Arranged by Kyle Hill) 
 

Scripture Lesson                                        Revelation 2:8-11 
 

Sermon        When Persecution Comes         Rev. Ron Hoeksema 
 
Morning Prayer 
 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
Invitation to the Lord’s Table               Rev. Ron Hoeksema 
 

Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who  
earnestly repent of  their sin and seek to live in peace with one 
another.  Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and 
one another. 

 

Confession and Pardon 
 

Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you 
with our whole heart.  We have failed to be an obedient 
church.  We have not done your will, we have broken 
your law, we have rebelled against your love, we have not 
loved our neighbors, and we have not heard the cry of  
the needy.  Forgive us, we pray.  Free us for joyful      
obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 



Hear the good news:  Christ died for us while we were yet  
sinners; that proves God’s love toward us.  In the name of   
Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
 

In the name of  Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!  Glory to 
God. Amen 
 

A World Communion Liturgy           Pastor & Congregation 

It began last night -  as you were going to bed -               
World Communion Sunday. 

 

Asian Christians shared the bread and the wine.  Churches in 
China broke bread, some meeting in secret so that they would 
not be arrested.  Christians in the Middle East, some of  
whom met under the watchful eye of  others, celebrated the 
Eucharist.   In Europe, Christians gathered in churches that 
used to be much fuller, and celebrated the Lord’s Supper.  In 
Africa the sacrament was celebrated in great numbers by a 
growing number of  Christians, many of  whom bear the scars 
of  persecution as they commune together.. 
 

Those celebrating today include Presbyterians, Methodists, 
Catholics, Lutherans, Pentecostals, Baptist, thousands of     
other denominations, and even those without denominations.  
Christ followers are meeting both in public and in secret.  
Some are meeting in freedom, while others gather under 
threat of  persecution.  Some take the sacrament today with 
organ music, others with simple singing, and still others in  
silence.  
 

In wealthy churches and in desperate poverty the sacrament is 
observed.  In churches, homes, huts, and in God’s creation, 
this seal of  the covenant is experienced.  The bread is given to 
people that could overeat all day, and to people who have no 
idea what they will eat or where they will get it today.  The one 



thing in common is this - We all come to the same table of  
our Lord. 
 

In many different languages, by ordained clergy and volunteer 
pastors, something like these words of  institution are given: 
 

On the night in which he gave himself  up for us, He took 
bread, gave thanks, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, 
and said: “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.  
Do this in remembrance of  me.” 
 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks,  gave it to his disciples, 
and said:  “Drink this, all of  you;  this is my blood of  the new  
covenant, poured out for you and for many for the             
forgiveness of  sins.  Do this, as often as you drink it, in       
remembrance of  me.” 
 

And so, in remembrance of  the mighty acts in Jesus Christ we 
offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living 
sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us as we proclaim 
the mystery of  faith. 
 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 

The bread is many different types and colors and from many 
places.  Some created primarily  from wheat, others from rice 
or other kinds of  grain.  Still - all of  it represents the  body of  
Christ around the world today. 
 

The juice around the world will also be different.  For many it 
will be wine, some will have juice, some will celebrate with   
water that had to be carried from a well miles away.  Some will 
use individual cups, others fancy goblets, still others have been 
passing around whatever cup was in the home where they are 
meeting.  Still -  all of  it represents the blood of  the covenant 
in their place and in their communities, just as it does in ours. 



*Please remain in the pews until the acolytes have reached the                   
double doors of the sanctuary. 

Let us pray: 
 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, we thank you for this      
sacrament of  communion shared with Christians around 
the world today.  Pour out your Holy Spirit on these     
elements and  on those who partake - that we may be 
your body and the representation of  your  covenant in 
our lives and throughout the word.  Amen. 
 

Receiving the Bread and Cup 

 

Prayer of  Thanksgiving 

 

SENDING FORTH 
 

*Affirmation of  Faith No. 881                  The Apostles’ Creed 
 

*Hymn No. 452                              My Faith Looks Up to Thee 
 

Benediction 
 

*Closing Hymn No.  671     Lord, Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing 
 

Postlude                          Our God                         Kelly Ward 
                                       (Reeves/Tomlin) 
 
*Please stand if you are able                                                                               CLI#1116193 



                     Let’s go Fishing 

WHO: Kids 6 - 11 years old 

WHEN: October 15, 2022  
  

WHAT TIME: We will leave the 

church at 11 am, then stop off on the way 

for a bit of lunch. Then on to catch that great big fish      

waiting just for YOU! 
  

If you are younger than six years old and want to go, you 

must bring one of your parents.   
  

All the fishing equipment will be furnished, so you do 

not have to worry about that!   
  

After catching all the fish in the lake, we will return to the 

church. Parents, please be at the church by 4 pm to pick up 

your exhausted child/children (after all, they have             

constantly been alert all day, looking for signs of fish, making 

split-second decisions about when to cast their line, and what 

about all that effort it takes to pull that big one in).   

  

   

Now for essential information.  

When dropping off on Saturday morning, you MUST  

fill out a release form for your child/children, or they 

will not be able to go. Adults need to sign a release too.  
 

If you are interested, Let Mr. Jimmy Owens know             

(864-419-7100) or notify the Church office                  

(864-859-1567). 

We need a count as soon as possible. Thanks. 

  



Church Information 
Pastor: Rev. Ron Hoeksema 

Administrative Assistant: Pam Carnes 

Cell: 864-637-8409 
 Address: 309 Pelzer Highway Easley, South Carolina 29642  

Phone: 864-859-1567 Office Hours: Monday - Thursday, 8:30am-4pm  

Email: churchoffice1567@yahoo.com  

Website: www.standrewum.org  

We share info & pictures on Instagram, FB and our Website.  

Super Ringers’ practice: Thursday, October 6, 6:30pm - 7:30pm, in the Family 

Life Center - Room 19 

Church Calendar     

Choir Practice: Sunday, October 2, 1:30pm 

Youth: Sunday, October 2, 6pm, in the FLC 

Beyond Sunday: Sunday, October 2, 6pm, in Room #1, Sanctuary Building 

Potluck At The Parsonage:  Sunday, October 2, 6-8pm - by reservation only 

Caregivers Support Group: Monday, October 3, 9am, in Room 9, Sanctuary 

Building 

COM: Monday, October 3, 7pm, in the Fellowship Hall 

Potluck At The Parsonage:  Tuesday, October 4, 6-8pm - by reservation only 

KFC: Wednesday, October 5, 6pm, Family Life Center 

Bible Study: Wednesday, October 5, 6pm, in the FH 

Music Ministry Luncheon, Sunday, October 9th, immediately following 

worship.  Those interested in being  a part of the Music Ministry are      

invited to attend.  

RSVP to the church office by 3:30pm on Monday, October 3rd.   


